
100 Years of the Nineteenth Amendment: A
Century of Women's Suffrage
On August 26, 1920, the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States
Constitution was ratified, granting women the right to vote. This historic
event marked the culmination of a decades-long struggle for women's
suffrage, and it had a profound impact on American society.
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The Origins of the Women's Suffrage Movement

The origins of the women's suffrage movement can be traced back to the
mid-19th century, when women began to organize and demand the right to
vote. One of the earliest leaders of the movement was Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, who co-founded the National Woman Suffrage Association
(NWSA) in 1869. The NWSA advocated for a federal amendment to the
Constitution that would grant women the right to vote.
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In 1890, the NWSA merged with the American Woman Suffrage
Association (AWSA) to form the National American Woman Suffrage
Association (NAWSA). NAWSA became the leading organization in the
fight for women's suffrage, and it played a key role in the passage of the
Nineteenth Amendment.

The Struggle for Suffrage

The struggle for women's suffrage was a long and difficult one. Suffragists
faced opposition from both men and women, and they were often met with
violence and intimidation. However, they persevered, and they gradually
made progress.

In 1896, Wyoming became the first state to grant women the right to vote.
By 1910, four more states had followed suit: Utah, Colorado, Idaho, and
Washington. In 1913, the Sixteenth Amendment to the Constitution was
ratified, which gave Congress the power to levy an income tax. This
amendment was supported by many suffragists, who believed that it would
make women more independent and therefore more likely to be granted the
right to vote.

In 1917, the United States entered World War I. Suffragists argued that
women should be granted the right to vote in order to contribute to the war
effort. In 1918, President Woodrow Wilson endorsed women's suffrage,
and the House of Representatives passed a constitutional amendment
granting women the right to vote. However, the amendment failed to pass
in the Senate.

The Passage of the Nineteenth Amendment



In 1919, the House of Representatives passed a constitutional amendment
granting women the right to vote for a second time. This time, the
amendment passed the Senate as well, and it was sent to the states for
ratification. On August 26, 1920, Tennessee became the 36th state to ratify
the Nineteenth Amendment, which meant that it had been ratified by the
required three-fourths of the states and had become part of the
Constitution.

The Impact of the Nineteenth Amendment

The Nineteenth Amendment had a profound impact on American society. It
gave women the right to participate in the political process, and it helped to
pave the way for women's equality. In the years since the Nineteenth
Amendment was ratified, women have made significant progress in all
areas of society, from education to employment to politics.

However, the Nineteenth Amendment did not end sexism or discrimination
against women. Women still face many challenges today, including pay
gaps, sexual harassment, and violence. However, the Nineteenth
Amendment was a major step forward for women's rights, and it continues
to be a symbol of the progress that has been made.

The Nineteenth Amendment was a landmark achievement in the history of
women's rights. It gave women the right to vote and helped to pave the way
for women's equality. In the years since the Nineteenth Amendment was
ratified, women have made significant progress in all areas of society.
However, there is still more work to be done to achieve full equality for
women.
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