
American Slavery As It Is: An Unvarnished
Look at the Peculiar Institution
Slavery is a blight on human history, a stain on the fabric of civilization. It is
a system of oppression that has existed in one form or another for
centuries, and it has left an indelible mark on the world.
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American slavery was a particularly cruel and inhumane form of this
institution. It was a system that treated human beings as property, and it
denied them the most basic of rights.

In this article, we will take a comprehensive look at American slavery. We
will examine its origins, its development, and its eventual abolition. We will
also focus on the experiences of enslaved people, and we will explore the
resistance movements that ultimately led to the end of slavery.

The Origins of American Slavery
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The origins of American slavery can be traced back to the 16th century,
when European colonists first arrived in the Americas. These colonists
needed labor to work their plantations, and they soon turned to the African
slave trade to supply this need.

The African slave trade was a brutal and dehumanizing business. Millions
of Africans were captured and sold into slavery, and many died during the
Middle Passage, the harrowing journey across the Atlantic Ocean. Those
who survived were sold to plantation owners, where they were forced to
work long hours in harsh conditions.

Slavery quickly became an integral part of the American economy. By the
18th century, there were over 500,000 slaves in the United States, and they
accounted for a significant portion of the country's wealth.

The Daily Life of Slaves

The daily life of slaves was one of constant toil and oppression. They were
forced to work long hours in the fields, and they were often subjected to
beatings and other forms of physical abuse.

Slaves were also denied basic human rights. They could not own property,
they could not marry without their master's permission, and they could not
receive an education.

The living conditions for slaves were often deplorable. They were often
housed in overcrowded and unsanitary cabins, and they were given only
the bare minimum of food and clothing.



Despite the hardships they faced, slaves never gave up hope. They found
ways to resist their oppressors, and they worked tirelessly to secure their
freedom.

The Slave Trade

The slave trade was a major part of the American economy, and it played a
significant role in the development of the United States. The slave trade
brought millions of Africans to the Americas, and it created a large and
profitable industry.

The slave trade was also a brutal and dehumanizing business. Millions of
Africans were captured and sold into slavery, and many died during the
Middle Passage. Those who survived were sold to plantation owners,
where they were forced to work long hours in harsh conditions.

The slave trade had a devastating impact on Africa. It drained the continent
of its most productive members, and it led to widespread social and
economic disruption.

Slave Resistance

Slaves resisted their oppressors in a variety of ways. They ran away from
plantations, they staged uprisings, and they worked to undermine the slave
system from within.

One of the most famous slave revolts was the Nat Turner Rebellion, which
took place in Virginia in 1831. Turner and his followers killed 55 white
people before they were defeated.



Another important form of slave resistance was the Underground Railroad,
a network of secret routes and safe houses that helped slaves escape to
freedom in the North.

Slave resistance played a significant role in the abolition of slavery. It
demonstrated that slaves were not willing to accept their oppression, and it
helped to raise awareness of the horrors of slavery.

The Abolition of Slavery

The abolition of slavery was a long and difficult process. It took a bloody
civil war and the efforts of many dedicated activists to finally end slavery in
the United States.

The Civil War began in 1861, and it lasted for four years. During the war,
over 600,000 Americans were killed, and the country was torn apart.

In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation,
which freed all slaves in Confederate-held territory. This was a major
turning point in the war, and it helped to ensure the eventual victory of the
Union.

The Civil War ended in 1865, and the Thirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution was ratified in 1865, abolishing slavery throughout the United
States.

American slavery was a cruel and inhumane institution that had a
devastating impact on both the United States and Africa. However, the
story of American slavery is also a story of resistance and hope. Slaves



never gave up hope for freedom, and they worked tirelessly to secure their
liberation.

The abolition of slavery was a major victory for human rights, and it stands
as a testament to the power of resistance and the indomitable spirit of the
human soul.
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