
As the Chasm Grows: The Black Hiphop Black
American Cultural Contrast

Hiphop culture has long been a vital part of Black American identity. It has
provided a voice for the voiceless, a way to express anger and frustration,
and a way to celebrate Black culture. However, in recent years, a chasm
has grown between Black hiphop and Black America. This chasm is the
result of a number of factors, including the commercialization of hiphop, the
rise of social media, and the increasing political polarization of the United
States.

The Commercialization of Hiphop
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One of the biggest factors contributing to the chasm between Black hiphop
and Black America is the commercialization of hiphop. In the early days of
hiphop, it was a truly underground movement. Artists made music for
themselves and their communities, and there was little money involved.
However, in the 1990s, hiphop began to go mainstream. Record labels
began signing hiphop artists, and hiphop songs started to appear on the
radio and MTV.
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The commercialization of hiphop had a number of negative consequences.
First, it led to the rise of a new generation of hiphop artists who were more
interested in making money than making good music. Second, it led to the
watering down of hiphop culture. As hiphop became more mainstream, it
became less authentic and less relevant to the lives of Black Americans.

The Rise of Social Media
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Another factor contributing to the chasm between Black hiphop and Black
America is the rise of social media. Social media has given everyone a
voice, and it has allowed people to connect with each other in ways that
were never possible before. However, social media has also led to the
spread of misinformation and hate speech.

In the case of hiphop, social media has been used to promote negative
stereotypes about Black people. For example, there are many memes and
videos that circulate online that portray Black people as violent and
criminal. This type of content can be very damaging, as it can reinforce
negative stereotypes about Black people.

The Increasing Political Polarization of the United States

The increasing political polarization of the United States has also
contributed to the chasm between Black hiphop and Black America. In
recent years, the United States has become increasingly divided along
racial lines. This division has been reflected in the music of Black hiphop
artists.

Many Black hiphop artists have become more political in their music. They
are using their music to speak out against racism, police brutality, and other
forms of injustice. This type of music can be very powerful, as it can help to
raise awareness of important issues and inspire people to take action.
However, it can also be divisive, as it can alienate people who do not agree
with the artist's politics.

The Consequences of the Chasm

The chasm between Black hiphop and Black America has had a number of
negative consequences. First, it has led to a decline in the quality of hiphop



music. Second, it has made it more difficult for Black hiphop artists to reach
a mainstream audience. Third, it has contributed to the political polarization
of the United States.

The chasm between Black hiphop and Black America is a serious problem.
It is a problem that has been caused by a number of factors, including the
commercialization of hiphop, the rise of social media, and the increasing
political polarization of the United States. The consequences of this chasm
are significant. They include a decline in the quality of hiphop music, a
decrease in the number of Black hiphop artists who can reach a
mainstream audience, and a contribution to the political polarization of the
United States.

It is important to find ways to bridge the chasm between Black hiphop and
Black America. One way to do this is to support Black hiphop artists who
are making positive music. Another way to do this is to challenge the
negative stereotypes about Black people that are spread on social media.
Finally, it is important to work towards a more just and equitable society. By
ng these things, we can help to heal the chasm between Black hiphop and
Black America.
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