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Environmental policy in India is a complex and evolving field. As one of the
world's most populous countries and a major emerging economy, India
faces a unique set of environmental challenges. The country's rapid
economic growth has led to increased pollution, degradation of natural
resources, and deforestation. Climate change is also a major threat to
India, with the country experiencing more frequent and severe heat waves,
droughts, and floods.

The Indian government has taken a number of steps to address these
environmental challenges. These include:
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The development of a National Environmental Policy in 2006

The establishment of the Ministry of Environment and Forests in 1985

The enactment of a number of environmental laws, including the Water
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974; the Air (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981; and the Environment Protection Act,
1986

The creation of the Central Pollution Control Board in 1974

The launch of a number of environmental awareness campaigns

Despite these efforts, India continues to face a number of environmental
challenges. Air pollution is a major problem in many Indian cities, with
levels of particulate matter far exceeding the World Health Organization's
guidelines. Water pollution is also a problem, with many rivers and lakes
contaminated with industrial waste and sewage. Deforestation is another
major concern, with India losing over 1 million hectares of forest each year.
Climate change is also a major threat, with the country experiencing more
frequent and severe heat waves, droughts, and floods.

The Indian government is working to address these challenges, but more
needs to be done. The country needs to invest more in renewable energy,
energy efficiency, and public transportation. It also needs to develop more
stringent environmental laws and regulations. And it needs to do more to
educate the public about the importance of environmental protection.

The Routledge Studies in Environmental Policy series provides a cutting-
edge overview of the latest research on environmental policy in India. The
series features contributions from leading scholars in the field, and it



provides a comprehensive overview of the key issues facing policymakers.
The series is an essential resource for anyone interested in environmental
policy in India.

Key Environmental Issues in India

The key environmental issues facing India today include:

Air pollution: Air pollution is a major problem in many Indian cities,
with levels of particulate matter far exceeding the World Health
Organization's guidelines. The main sources of air pollution in India are
vehicles, industries, and agricultural burning. Air pollution can cause a
range of health problems, including respiratory illnesses, heart
disease, and cancer.

Water pollution: Water pollution is also a problem in India, with many
rivers and lakes contaminated with industrial waste and sewage. The
main sources of water pollution in India are industrial effluents,
sewage, and agricultural runoff. Water pollution can cause a range of
health problems, including diarrhea, cholera, and typhoid fever.

Deforestation: Deforestation is another major concern in India, with
the country losing over 1 million hectares of forest each year. The main
causes of deforestation in India are logging, mining, and agricultural
expansion. Deforestation can lead to a range of environmental
problems, including soil erosion, flooding, and loss of biodiversity.

Climate change: Climate change is also a major threat to India, with
the country experiencing more frequent and severe heat waves,
droughts, and floods. Climate change is caused by the release of
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, which trap heat and cause the
planet to warm. Climate change can lead to a range of environmental



problems, including sea level rise, extreme weather events, and
changes in agricultural productivity.

Environmental Policy in India: A Way Forward

The Indian government is working to address the environmental challenges
facing the country. The government has developed a National
Environmental Policy, established a Ministry of Environment and Forests,
and enacted a number of environmental laws. The government has also
launched a number of environmental awareness campaigns.

However, more needs to be done to address India's environmental
challenges. The government needs to invest more in renewable energy,
energy efficiency, and public transportation. It also needs to develop more
stringent environmental laws and regulations. And it needs to do more to
educate the public about the importance of environmental protection.

The Routledge Studies in Environmental Policy series provides a cutting-
edge overview of the latest research on environmental policy in India. The
series features contributions from leading scholars in the field, and it
provides a comprehensive overview of the key issues facing policymakers.
The series is an essential resource for anyone interested in environmental
policy in India.

Learn More About Environmental Policy in India

To learn more about environmental policy in India, please visit the
Routledge Studies in Environmental Policy series website. The website
provides a full list of the books in the series, as well as abstracts and tables
of contents. You can also order books from the website.
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