
How a Goat Became Mayor and the Political
Spring That Followed
In 1994, a goat named Murphy was elected mayor of Fair Haven, New
Jersey. His victory was a protest against the town's political establishment,
and it sparked a wave of similar protests across the United States.
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Murphy was not the first goat to be elected mayor. In 1981, a goat named
Billy was elected mayor of Lajitas, Texas. However, Murphy's victory was
more significant because Fair Haven is a much larger town than Lajitas.
Fair Haven has a population of about 13,000 people, while Lajitas has a
population of about 100 people.

Murphy's victory was a sign of growing dissatisfaction with the political
establishment. In the years leading up to his election, Fair Haven had been
plagued by a series of scandals. The town's mayor had been indicted on
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corruption charges, and the town council had been accused of cronyism
and nepotism.

Murphy's candidacy was a way for the people of Fair Haven to express
their anger and frustration. He was not a qualified candidate, but he was a
symbol of the people's desire for change.

Murphy's victory had a profound impact on the political landscape of Fair
Haven. The town council was forced to clean up its act, and the mayor was
eventually convicted of corruption charges.

Murphy's victory also inspired other towns to elect goats as mayors. In the
years following his election, goats were elected mayor of several other
towns, including:

Texarkana, Texas

Rabbit Hash, Kentucky

Silverton, Colorado

Applegate, Oregon

The election of goats as mayors was a sign of the growing political
discontent in the United States. People were tired of the same old
politicians and they were looking for alternatives.

The election of goats as mayors was also a sign of the growing popularity
of satire in American politics. People were using humor to express their
anger and frustration with the political system.



The election of goats as mayors was a watershed moment in American
politics. It marked the beginning of a new era of political protest and satire.

The Political Spring

The election of goats as mayors was just one sign of the growing political
discontent in the United States in the 1990s. This discontent eventually led
to a wave of political protests known as the "Political Spring."

The Political Spring was a series of protests that took place in the United
States in the late 1990s and early 2000s. The protests were directed
against a variety of issues, including:

The Iraq War

The Bush administration

Corporate greed

Environmental destruction

The Political Spring was the largest wave of political protests in the United
States since the Vietnam War era. The protests were organized by a
variety of groups, including:

MoveOn.org

The Sierra Club

The American Civil Liberties Union

Code Pink



The Political Spring was a success in many ways. The protests helped to
raise awareness of important issues, and they helped to bring about
change. For example, the protests helped to pressure the Bush
administration to end the Iraq War.

The Political Spring also had a significant impact on American politics. The
protests helped to energize the Democratic Party, and they helped to elect
Barack Obama president in 2008.

The Political Spring is a reminder that protest can be a powerful force for
change. When people come together to voice their concerns, they can
make a difference.

The election of goats as mayors and the Political Spring were two important
moments in American politics. They were signs of growing political
discontent and a desire for change. These events helped to pave the way
for the election of Barack Obama in 2008 and the progressive movement
that followed.
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