
Josephine: The Rose of Martinique, a Life of
Love, Loss, and Redemption
Josephine de Beauharnais, later Empress of France, was a woman of
extraordinary beauty, intelligence, and charm. Born into a noble family on
the Caribbean island of Martinique, she was orphaned at a young age and
sent to France to live with her aunt. There, she met and married Napoleon
Bonaparte, who fell deeply in love with her. Josephine became a powerful
and influential figure in French society, but her marriage to Napoleon was
ultimately doomed. She was divorced in 1810 and exiled to the Château de
Malmaison, where she lived out her remaining years in relative obscurity.
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Josephine's life was a tale of love, loss, and redemption. She was a woman
of great strength and resilience, who overcame adversity to become one of
the most famous and beloved women in history.

Early Life
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Josephine was born on June 23, 1763, on the island of Martinique in the
Caribbean. Her father, Joseph-Gaspard Tascher de la Pagerie, was a
wealthy sugar plantation owner. Her mother, Rose-Claire des Vergers de
Sanois, was a beautiful Creole woman. Josephine had four siblings: two
older brothers, Alexandre and Aimé, and two younger sisters, Catherine
and Marie-Françoise.

Josephine's childhood was happy and carefree. She grew up in a large,
loving family and enjoyed the many privileges of her wealthy upbringing.
She was educated by private tutors and learned to speak French, English,
Spanish, and Italian. She also became a skilled dancer and musician.

In 1779, when Josephine was just 16 years old, her father died. Her mother
remarried a few years later to François, Comte de Beauharnais, a wealthy
French officer. Josephine and her siblings moved to France to live with their
stepfather.

Marriage to Alexandre de Beauharnais

In 1779, Josephine was married to Alexandre de Beauharnais, a young
French nobleman. The marriage was arranged by her stepfather, and
Josephine was not happy about it. Alexandre was a handsome and
charming man, but he was also a spendthrift and a gambler. He quickly ran
through Josephine's dowry, and the couple was soon deeply in debt.

In 1789, the French Revolution broke out. Alexandre joined the
revolutionary army, and Josephine was left alone to care for their two
children, Eugène and Hortense. Alexandre was captured by the Austrians
in 1793 and executed. Josephine was devastated by her husband's death,
but she found solace in her children.



Meeting Napoleon Bonaparte

In 1795, Josephine met Napoleon Bonaparte, a young general who was
quickly rising through the ranks of the French army. Napoleon was
immediately smitten with Josephine, and the two began a whirlwind
romance. They were married in 1796, and Josephine soon became
Napoleon's most trusted confidante and advisor.

Napoleon's military victories brought him great power and influence. In
1804, he was crowned Emperor of France, and Josephine became
Empress. She was a gracious and elegant hostess, and she played a重要
な role in Napoleon's court.

Divorce and Exile

Despite their love for each other, Napoleon and Josephine's marriage was
not always easy. Napoleon was often away on military campaigns, and
Josephine was lonely and bored. She also longed for children, but she was
unable to conceive. In 1809, Napoleon decided to divorce Josephine so
that he could marry Marie-Louise of Austria, who was of childbearing age.

Josephine was heartbroken by the divorce, but she accepted it with dignity.
She was given the title of Empress Dowager and a large settlement. She
retired to the Château de Malmaison, where she lived out her remaining
years in relative obscurity.

Death and Legacy

Josephine died on May 29, 1814, at the age of 50. She was buried at the
Basilica of Saint-Denis, the traditional burial place of French royalty.
Josephine is remembered as one of the most beautiful and beloved women
in history. She was a woman of great strength and resilience, who



overcame adversity to become one of the most famous and influential
women of her time.

Josephine de Beauharnais, Empress of France, was a woman of
extraordinary beauty, intelligence, and charm. She was a loving wife and
mother, and a loyal friend. She was also a woman of great strength and
resilience, who overcame adversity to become one of the most famous and
beloved women in history. Josephine's life is a tale of love, loss, and
redemption, and it is a story that continues to inspire people today.
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