
Mastering the Second 100 Japanese Kanji: A
Comprehensive Guide to Reading and Writing
Fluency
Welcome to the fascinating realm of the second 100 Japanese kanji! As
you embark on this linguistic adventure, you'll encounter a rich tapestry of
characters that hold the key to unlocking the nuances of the Japanese
language. These kanji, known as N5 and N4 kanji, are essential for
achieving proficiency in both reading and writing Japanese.

In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into the intricate details of each
kanji, providing clear explanations, engaging examples, and practical tips to
accelerate your progress. By the end of this journey, you will have a solid
foundation in the second 100 kanji, empowering you to navigate Japanese
texts with confidence.
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Understanding the Structure and Usage of Kanji

Kanji are Chinese characters that were adopted into the Japanese
language over centuries. They can represent whole words, parts of words,
or grammatical functions. Each kanji typically has multiple readings, which
can vary depending on its context and the surrounding characters.

Kanji are often combined with hiragana and katakana, two other Japanese
writing systems. Hiragana is a phonetic script used to write words that do
not have corresponding kanji, while katakana is used for foreign words and
sounds that do not occur in native Japanese.

Kanji Learning Strategies

There are various effective strategies for learning kanji. Some popular
methods include:

Flashcards: Create flashcards with the kanji on one side and its
readings and meanings on the other. Spaced repetition, where you
review flashcards at increasing intervals, can help you retain
information.

Writing Practice: Regularly writing kanji by hand helps improve your
muscle memory and reinforces their shapes.

Contextual Immersion: Read Japanese texts and pay attention to
how kanji are used in context. This approach helps you learn the
natural usage of kanji and expands your vocabulary.

Kanji Dictionaries: Utilize dictionaries to look up unknown kanji,
check their readings, and gain insights into their historical origins.



Online Resources: Many websites and apps offer interactive
exercises, quizzes, and community forums for kanji learning.

The Second 100 Japanese Kanji: A Detailed Overview

The following table provides a comprehensive overview of the second 100
Japanese kanji, including their readings, meanings, and English
equivalents.

Kanji

On-Yomi
(Chinese
Reading)

Kun-Yomi
(Japanese
Reading) Meaning

English
Equivalent

今 こん いま now now

本 ほん もと book book

中 ちゅう なか inside inside

外 がい そと outside outside

上 じょう うえ above above

下 か した below below

前 ぜん まえ front front

後 こう あと back back

左 さ ひだり left left

右 う みぎ right right



Kanji

On-Yomi
(Chinese
Reading)

Kun-Yomi
(Japanese
Reading) Meaning

English
Equivalent

向 こう むかう face face

行 こう いく go go

来 らい くる come come

人 にん ひと person person

口 こう くち mouth mouth

子 し こ child child

日 にち ひ day day

月 げつ つき moon moon

星 せい ほし star star

水 すい みず water water

山 さん やま mountain mountain

火 か ひ fire fire

田 でん た field field

力 りょく ちから power power

石 せき いし stone stone



Kanji

On-Yomi
(Chinese
Reading)

Kun-Yomi
(Japanese
Reading) Meaning

English
Equivalent

木 ぼく き tree tree

金 きん かね metal metal

川 せん かわ river river

土 ど つち earth earth

思 し おもう think think

言 げん いう say say

笑 しょう わらう laugh laugh

見 けん みる see see

聞 ぶん きく hear hear

国 こく くに country country

家 か いえ house house

世 せ よ world world

地 ち じ earth earth

学 がく まなぶ learn learn

教 きょう おしえる teach teach



Kanji

On-Yomi
(Chinese
Reading)

Kun-Yomi
(Japanese
Reading) Meaning

English
Equivalent

生 せい うむ give birth give birth

死 し しぬ die die

花 か はな flower flower

葉 よう は leaf leaf

草 そう くさ
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