
New Life in an Old Land: A Look at the History
of the Augustana Historical Society
The Augustana Historical Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to
preserving and promoting the history of the Augustana Evangelical
Lutheran Church and its related institutions. The society was founded in
1907 by a group of Swedish-American pastors and lay leaders who were
concerned about the preservation of their cultural and religious heritage.
The society's mission is to collect, preserve, and interpret the history of the
Augustana Church and its related institutions, and to make this history
available to the public.
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The Augustana Historical Society's collection includes over 100,000 items,
including books, manuscripts, photographs, artifacts, and works of art. The
society's collection is housed in the Augustana Historical Society Library
and Archives, which is located on the campus of Augustana College in
Rock Island, Illinois. The library and archives are open to the public, and
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researchers are welcome to use the society's collection for research
purposes.

The Augustana Historical Society is a valuable resource for anyone
interested in the history of the Augustana Church, Swedish immigration, or
Swedish-American history. The society's collection provides a unique
glimpse into the lives of Swedish immigrants and their descendants, and it
offers a rich source of information for researchers and scholars.

The Founding of the Augustana Historical Society

The Augustana Historical Society was founded in 1907 by a group of
Swedish-American pastors and lay leaders who were concerned about the
preservation of their cultural and religious heritage. The society's founders
believed that it was important to preserve the history of the Augustana
Church and its related institutions, so that future generations could learn
about the struggles and triumphs of their ancestors.

The society's first president was the Reverend Dr. Carl Swensson, who
was also the president of Augustana College. Swensson was a strong
advocate for the preservation of Swedish-American history, and he was
instrumental in the founding of the Augustana Historical Society. The
society's other founding members included the Reverend Dr. Johan Alfred
Enander, the Reverend Dr. Gustav Andreen, and the Reverend Dr. Eric
Norelius. These men were all prominent leaders in the Augustana Church,
and they were all dedicated to preserving the church's history.

The Augustana Historical Society's Collection

The Augustana Historical Society's collection includes over 100,000 items,
including books, manuscripts, photographs, artifacts, and works of art. The



society's collection is divided into several different categories, including:

Books and manuscripts: The society's collection of books and
manuscripts includes over 50,000 items, including rare books, first
editions, and manuscripts. The collection includes works on a wide
range of topics, including theology, history, literature, and music.

Photographs: The society's collection of photographs includes over
25,000 images, dating from the 1850s to the present day. The
collection includes photographs of Swedish immigrants, Augustana
Church leaders, and Augustana College students and faculty.

Artifacts: The society's collection of artifacts includes over 10,000
items, including furniture, clothing, and religious objects. The collection
provides a glimpse into the everyday lives of Swedish immigrants and
their descendants.

Works of art: The society's collection of works of art includes over
1,000 items, including paintings, sculptures, and prints. The collection
includes works by Swedish-American artists, as well as works by
artists from other countries.

The Augustana Historical Society Library and Archives

The Augustana Historical Society Library and Archives is located on the
campus of Augustana College in Rock Island, Illinois. The library and
archives are open to the public, and researchers are welcome to use the
society's collection for research purposes. The library and archives staff is
available to assist researchers with their research needs.

The Augustana Historical Society Library and Archives is a valuable
resource for anyone interested in the history of the Augustana Church,



Swedish immigration, or Swedish-American history. The society's collection
provides a unique glimpse into the lives of Swedish immigrants and their
descendants, and it offers a rich source of information for researchers and
scholars.

The Augustana Historical Society is a valuable resource for anyone
interested in the history of the Augustana Church, Swedish immigration, or
Swedish-American history. The society's collection provides a unique
glimpse into the lives of Swedish immigrants and their descendants, and it
offers a rich source of information for researchers and scholars. The
Augustana Historical Society is a living testament to the rich history of the
Augustana Church and its related institutions, and it is an important
resource for anyone who wants to learn more about the history of Swedish
immigration and Swedish-American culture.
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