
Phantom Force: The USS Cunningham
Quintet - An Unparalleled Exploration of Jazz
History and Evolution
The world of jazz music is a realm of constant evolution, where tradition
and innovation intertwine to create a tapestry of sound that spans
generations. In this vibrant tapestry, the Phantom Force Quintet stands out
as a beacon of musical excellence, a group of five talented sailors from the
USS Cunningham who have dedicated their lives to exploring the depths of
jazz history and propelling the genre forward into uncharted territories.

Led by the visionary trumpeter and bandleader John Bailey, Phantom
Force has emerged as a force to be reckoned with in the jazz world. Their
music is a captivating blend of traditional jazz idioms and contemporary
sounds, a testament to their deep understanding of jazz's rich history and
their unwavering commitment to pushing the boundaries of the genre.
Through their live performances, recordings, and educational outreach
programs, Phantom Force has left an indelible mark on the jazz landscape,
inspiring a new generation of musicians and captivating audiences
worldwide.
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The Birth of Phantom Force

The story of Phantom Force began in the close quarters of the USS
Cunningham, a guided-missile destroyer home to a group of sailors who
shared a common passion for jazz music. Among them was John Bailey, a
gifted trumpeter who had honed his skills in the Navy's prestigious Fleet
Band. Inspired by the legendary jazz quintets of the past, Bailey envisioned
creating a group that would carry on the tradition of small-group jazz
improvisation while incorporating fresh, contemporary elements.

Bailey's vision quickly resonated with four other sailors: saxophonist Mike
Sailors, pianist Ryan Middagh, bassist Andrew Lentz, and drummer Jared
Schonig. Together, they formed Phantom Force, a name that paid homage
to the ship's stealth capabilities and the elusive, enigmatic nature of their
music. With their shared love of jazz and their unwavering commitment to
musical excellence, the quintet embarked on a journey that would take
them to the forefront of the jazz world.

Musical Influences and Creative Process

Phantom Force's music is a melting pot of jazz influences, drawing
inspiration from the bebop era of the 1940s and 1950s, the modal jazz of
the 1960s, and the fusion jazz of the 1970s and 1980s. The quintet's sound
is characterized by its intricate interplay, soaring melodies, and infectious
rhythms, a testament to their deep understanding of jazz harmony, theory,
and improvisation.
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The creative process within Phantom Force is a collaborative effort, with
each member contributing their unique ideas and perspectives. Bailey
serves as the primary composer, penning many of the group's original
tunes, but the arrangements are often a result of collective improvisation,
where the musicians explore different harmonic and rhythmic possibilities
together. The quintet's live performances are particularly captivating, as
they allow the musicians to stretch out and explore their improvisational
abilities, creating unique and unrepeatable musical experiences.
Transformative Impact on the Jazz Landscape

Phantom Force has had a transformative impact on the jazz landscape,
inspiring a new generation of musicians and captivating audiences
worldwide. Their dedication to musical excellence and their innovative
approach to jazz have earned them critical acclaim and a loyal following.
The quintet has performed at prestigious jazz festivals and venues, sharing
their music with audiences around the globe. They have also released
several critically acclaimed albums, showcasing their diverse repertoire and
exceptional musicianship.

Beyond their performances and recordings, Phantom Force is committed to
jazz education and outreach. They regularly conduct workshops and clinics
for aspiring musicians, sharing their knowledge and passion for jazz with
the next generation. The quintet also participates in community outreach
programs, bringing the joy of jazz to underserved communities. Through
their dedication to education and outreach, Phantom Force is helping to
ensure the longevity and vitality of jazz music for years to come.

Phantom Force, the USS Cunningham Quintet, is a shining beacon in the
world of jazz music. Their unwavering dedication to musical excellence,
their deep understanding of jazz history, and their innovative approach to



the genre have earned them a place among the most respected and
influential jazz groups of today. Through their live performances,
recordings, and educational outreach programs, Phantom Force has left an
indelible mark on the jazz landscape, inspiring a new generation of
musicians and captivating audiences worldwide.

As they continue their musical journey, Phantom Force promises to push
the boundaries of jazz music even further, creating new and exciting
sounds that will continue to captivate and inspire audiences for years to
come.
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