
Teaching Fluency as a Foundational Skill: The
Essential Library of Pre-K Literacy
Fluency, the ability to read with accuracy, automaticity, and appropriate
prosody, is paramount in the development of early literacy skills. For young
children, fluency is a foundational skill that can transform them into
confident and proficient readers. By implementing research-based
instructional methods, early childhood educators can effectively foster this
crucial skill.

Developing Fluent Readers: Teaching Fluency as a
Foundational Skill (The Essential Library of PreK-2
Literacy) by Lisa Whelchel

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2626 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 23 pages

The Importance of Fluency

Fluency is essential for several reasons:

Enhanced Reading Comprehension: Fluent readers can allocate
their cognitive resources to understanding the text, rather than
struggling to decode each word.
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Increased Reading Enjoyment: Reading becomes more enjoyable
when it is effortless and engaging.

Improved Word Recognition: Fluency practice enhances the
automatic recognition of words, which ultimately promotes decoding
skills.

Increased Vocabulary: Fluent readers encounter a wider variety of
words, which expands their vocabulary.

Higher Reading Achievement: Longitudinal studies have
demonstrated a strong correlation between fluency and overall reading
achievement.

Instructional Methods for Developing Fluency

To develop fluency in early childhood learners, educators can employ a
variety of instructional methods, including:

Repeated Reading: Repeated reading allows children to practice
reading the same text multiple times, gaining speed and accuracy with
each repetition.

Choral Reading: In choral reading, children read aloud together as a
group, providing a supportive environment for struggling readers and a
model for fluent reading.

Echo Reading: Echo reading involves children reading aloud after a
model reader, imitating the pace, intonation, and phrasing.

Pausing and Punctuating: Educators can model and teach children
how to pause at appropriate places and punctuate their reading to
enhance prosody.



Interactive Reading: Interactive reading provides opportunities for
children to engage with the text through discussion, questioning, and
prediction.

The Essential Library of Pre-K Literacy

To support the development of fluency in pre-kindergarten classrooms,
educators should establish a comprehensive library of resources that
includes:

Decodable Texts: Decodable texts are designed to align with phonics
instruction, providing children with the opportunity to practice decoding
skills in a meaningful context.

High-Quality Literature: High-quality literature exposes children to
rich language, complex sentence structures, and diverse genres, all of
which contribute to fluency development.

Word Walls: Word walls display frequently used words, supporting
word recognition and fluency.

Interactive Whiteboards: Interactive whiteboards offer engaging and
interactive opportunities for practicing fluency through games and
activities.

Digital Resources: Digital resources, such as online reading games
and apps, can provide additional opportunities for fluency practice.

Teaching fluency as a foundational skill in pre-kindergarten classrooms is
essential for fostering early literacy development. By implementing
research-based instructional methods and establishing a comprehensive
library of resources, early childhood educators can create an environment



that supports and nurtures the development of confident and fluent readers.
Through their dedicated efforts, they can empower young children to
embark on a lifelong journey of reading success.
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