
The Brickeaters – The Residents: A Detailed
Exploration of Their Experimental Music
The Brickeaters, released in 1979, is a landmark album in the history of
experimental music. Created by the enigmatic group The Residents, it is a
challenging and provocative work that defies easy categorization. With its
unconventional sound collages, musique concrete techniques, and
industrial influences, The Brickeaters has influenced generations of
musicians and continues to intrigue listeners to this day.

The Residents: A Brief History

The Residents are an American experimental music group formed in San
Francisco in 1972. Known for their avant-garde performances and
unconventional music, they have released over 60 albums and toured
extensively throughout their career. The group's core members have
always remained anonymous, performing in disguise with eyeball masks
and other surreal costumes.
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The Residents' music is often characterized by its use of sound collages,
tape loops, and other experimental techniques. Their lyrics are often cryptic
and bizarre, and their performances are known for their theatrical and often
disturbing elements.

The Concept of The Brickeaters

The Brickeaters is a concept album that tells the story of a group of people
who are trapped in a factory and forced to eat bricks. The album's music is
a reflection of the characters' despair and alienation, and it features a mix
of industrial noise, musique concrete, and sound collages.

The Brickeaters was inspired by a number of sources, including the work of
William S. Burroughs, the film Eraserhead by David Lynch, and the novel
The Trial by Franz Kafka. The album's title is a reference to a line in
Burroughs' novel Naked Lunch, in which a character is described as "eating
bricks."

The Impact of The Brickeaters

The Brickeaters was a critical and commercial success when it was
released in 1979. The album was praised for its originality and its
challenging sound, and it quickly became a cult favorite among fans of
experimental music. The album has been cited as an influence by a
number of musicians, including Trent Reznor of Nine Inch Nails, David
Bowie, and Brian Eno.

The Brickeaters remains a challenging and provocative work of art that
continues to inspire and intrigue listeners to this day. It is a testament to the
power of experimental music to push the boundaries of what is considered
acceptable and to create new and innovative soundscapes.



A Detailed Analysis of The Brickeaters

The Brickeaters is a complex and multifaceted album that can be
interpreted in many different ways. However, there are a number of key
themes that run throughout the album, including:

Alienation and isolation: The characters in The Brickeaters are
trapped in a factory and forced to eat bricks. They are isolated from the
outside world and from each other, and they are slowly losing their
minds.

The dehumanizing effects of industrialization: The factory in The
Brickeaters is a symbol of the dehumanizing effects of industrialization.
The characters are treated like machines, and they are forced to work
until they drop.

The search for meaning in a meaningless world: The characters in
The Brickeaters are searching for meaning in a meaningless world.
They are trapped in a cycle of despair and violence, and they are
unable to find any way out.

The Brickeaters is a challenging and often disturbing album, but it is also a
powerful and thought-provoking work of art. It is an album that explores the
dark side of the human condition, but it also offers a glimmer of hope for
redemption.

The Brickeaters is a landmark album in the history of experimental music. It
is a challenging and provocative work that defies easy categorization, and it
continues to inspire and intrigue listeners to this day. The album's themes
of alienation, isolation, and the search for meaning in a meaningless world



are still relevant today, and it is a work that is sure to continue to be
discussed and debated for years to come.
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