
The Decline of American Unionism in the
Haymarket Series
The Haymarket Series is a collection of historical novels by James A.
Michener that chronicles the history of the American labor movement from
the 1870s to the 1930s. The series provides a detailed account of the rise
and fall of American unionism, and it offers valuable insights into the factors
that have contributed to the decline of unions in recent decades.

In this article, we will explore the decline of American unionism as depicted
in the Haymarket Series. We will discuss the factors that led to the decline
of unions, and we will examine the consequences of this decline for
American workers.

American unionism reached its peak in the early 20th century. In 1955,
union membership in the United States reached a record high of 35%.
However, since then, union membership has declined steadily. Today, only
about 10% of American workers are union members.
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The decline of American unionism is due to a number of factors, including:

Globalization: Globalization has led to increased competition from
foreign companies, which has put pressure on American companies to
reduce costs. This has led to a decline in unionized jobs, as
companies have outsourced jobs to countries with lower labor costs.

Technological change: Technological change has also contributed to
the decline of unionism. Automation and other technological advances
have eliminated many jobs that were once performed by union
members.

Outsourcing: Outsourcing is another factor that has contributed to the
decline of unionism. American companies have increasingly
outsourced jobs to foreign countries, where labor costs are lower. This
has led to a loss of unionized jobs in the United States.

Right-to-work laws: Right-to-work laws are state laws that allow
workers to opt out of paying union dues, even if they are covered by a
union contract. These laws have weakened unions by reducing their
financial resources.

The decline of unionism has had a number of negative consequences for
American workers. These consequences include:

Lower wages: Unionized workers typically earn higher wages than
non-unionized workers. This is because unions are able to negotiate
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higher wages and benefits for their members. As union membership
has declined, wages for all workers have stagnated.

Fewer benefits: Unionized workers also typically have more benefits
than non-unionized workers. These benefits include health insurance,
paid time off, and retirement benefits. As union membership has
declined, these benefits have become less common.

Less job security: Unionized workers typically have more job security
than non-unionized workers. This is because unions are able to
negotiate contracts that protect their members from being fired without
just cause. As union membership has declined, job security has
decreased for all workers.

Less political power: Unions are a powerful political force. They are
able to lobby for policies that benefit their members. As union
membership has declined, the political power of workers has
diminished.

The decline of American unionism is a complex issue with a number of
causes. Globalization, technological change, outsourcing, and right-to-work
laws have all played a role in the decline of unions. The consequences of
the decline of unionism have been negative for American workers, who
have seen their wages, benefits, and job security decline.

The Haymarket Series provides a valuable historical account of the rise
and fall of American unionism. The series offers insights into the factors
that have contributed to the decline of unions, and it highlights the
consequences of this decline for American workers.
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