
The Jewish Contribution to European
Integration: Europe and the World
The Jewish people have a long and rich history in Europe. They have made
significant contributions to European culture, society, and economy. In the
20th century, Jews played a key role in the movement for European
integration. They were active in the European Coal and Steel Community
(ECSC),the European Economic Community (EEC),and the European
Union (EU). Jews also played a prominent role in the development of
European institutions such as the European Court of Justice and the
European Parliament.

The Jewish contribution to European integration was motivated by a
number of factors. First, Jews had a strong commitment to democracy and
human rights. They believed that European integration would help to
promote these values. Second, Jews were concerned about the rise of anti-
Semitism in Europe. They believed that European integration would help to
create a more tolerant and inclusive society. Third, Jews saw European
integration as a way to promote economic growth and prosperity. They
believed that a united Europe would be more competitive in the global
economy.
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The Jewish contribution to European integration was significant. Jews
played a key role in the development of the ECSC, the EEC, and the EU.
They also played a prominent role in the development of European
institutions such as the European Court of Justice and the European
Parliament. The Jewish contribution to European integration helped to
shape the Europe that we know today.

The Jewish Role in the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC)

The ECSC was established in 1951 as a way to pool the coal and steel
resources of France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, and
Luxembourg. The goal of the ECSC was to create a common market for
coal and steel and to prevent future wars between France and Germany.
Jews played a key role in the development of the ECSC. Jean Monnet, one
of the main architects of the ECSC, was Jewish. Monnet believed that
European integration was essential to preventing future wars and
promoting economic growth. He also believed that the ECSC would help to
create a more tolerant and inclusive society.

Other Jews who played a key role in the development of the ECSC include
Robert Schuman, Paul-Henri Spaak, and Altiero Spinelli. Schuman was the
French foreign minister who proposed the creation of the ECSC. Spaak
was the Belgian foreign minister who helped to negotiate the ECSC treaty.
Spinelli was an Italian economist who helped to draft the ECSC treaty.
These three men were all committed to European integration and they
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believed that the ECSC was an important step towards a more united
Europe.

The Jewish Role in the European Economic Community (EEC)

The EEC was established in 1957 as a way to create a common market for
goods, services, and capital. The goal of the EEC was to promote
economic growth and prosperity. Jews played a key role in the
development of the EEC. Walter Hallstein, the first president of the EEC
Commission, was Jewish. Hallstein was a strong advocate for European
integration and he believed that the EEC would help to create a more
prosperous and stable Europe.

Other Jews who played a key role in the development of the EEC include
Sicco Mansholt, Pierre Uri, and Miriam Camps. Mansholt was the Dutch
agriculture commissioner who helped to develop the EEC's Common
Agricultural Policy. Uri was a French economist who helped to draft the
EEC treaty. Camps was a Belgian politician who helped to promote the
EEC to the public. These three individuals were all committed to European
integration and they believed that the EEC was an important step towards a
more united Europe.

The Jewish Role in the European Union (EU)

The EU was established in 1993 as a way to deepen the economic and
political integration of Europe. The EU has since expanded to include 28
member states. Jews have played a key role in the development of the EU.
Jacques Delors, the president of the European Commission from 1985 to
1995, was Jewish. Delors was a strong advocate for European integration
and he helped to shape the EU into the institution that it is today.



Other Jews who have played a key role in the development of the EU
include Simone Veil, Viviane Reding, and Guy Verhofstadt. Veil was the
first female president of the European Parliament. Reding was the
European Commissioner for Justice, Fundamental Rights, and Citizenship.
Verhofstadt was the Prime Minister of Belgium from 1999 to 2007. These
three individuals have all been committed to European integration and they
have helped to make the EU a more democratic, prosperous, and inclusive
union.

The Jewish contribution to European integration has been significant. Jews
played a key role in the development of the ECSC, the EEC, and the EU.
They also played a prominent role in the development of European
institutions such as the European Court of Justice and the European
Parliament. The Jewish contribution to European integration helped to
shape the Europe that we know today.

The Jewish people have a long and rich history in Europe. They have made
significant contributions to European culture, society, and economy. The
Jewish contribution to European integration is just one example of the
many ways in which Jews have helped to shape the world.
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