
The Perishing Novel: A Literary Exploration of
the Digital Age
The novel has been a mainstay of Western literature for centuries, but in
recent years, its future has been called into question. The rise of digital
media has led to a decline in reading for pleasure, and many are wondering
if the novel will soon become a relic of the past.
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In The Perishing Novel, David Shields argues that the novel is not dying,
but rather evolving. He believes that the digital age is creating new
opportunities for storytelling, and that the novel will continue to play an
important role in our culture.

Shields begins his book by examining the history of the novel. He argues
that the novel is a relatively young genre, and that it has always been in a
state of flux. The novel has adapted to new technologies and new ways of
reading, and Shields believes that it will continue to do so in the future.
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Shields then goes on to discuss the impact of the digital age on the novel.
He argues that digital media is changing the way we read and write, and
that this is having a profound impact on the form and content of the novel.

For example, Shields points out that digital media is making it easier for
readers to skip around and skim texts. This is leading to a decline in the
importance of plot and character development, and a rise in the popularity
of non-fiction and fragmented narratives.

Shields also argues that digital media is making it easier for writers to self-
publish their work. This is giving rise to a new generation of authors who
are not beholden to the traditional publishing industry. As a result, we are
seeing a greater diversity of voices and perspectives in literature.

Shields concludes his book by arguing that the novel is not dying, but
rather evolving. He believes that the digital age is creating new
opportunities for storytelling, and that the novel will continue to play an
important role in our culture.

The Future of the Novel

What does the future hold for the novel? Shields believes that the novel will
continue to adapt to new technologies and new ways of reading. He argues
that the novel will become increasingly fragmented and non-linear, and that
it will place a greater emphasis on visual and interactive elements.

Shields also believes that the novel will become more diverse and
inclusive. He argues that the rise of self-publishing is giving voice to a new
generation of authors who are not beholden to the traditional publishing



industry. As a result, we are seeing a greater diversity of voices and
perspectives in literature.

The future of the novel is uncertain, but Shields is optimistic. He believes
that the novel will continue to play an important role in our culture, and that
it will continue to evolve and adapt to the changing world.

The Perishing Novel is a timely and provocative book that explores the
impact of the digital age on the novel. Shields argues that the novel is not
dying, but rather evolving. He believes that the digital age is creating new
opportunities for storytelling, and that the novel will continue to play an
important role in our culture.
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