
The Return of the Imperial Presidency and the
Subversion of American Democracy
The imperial presidency is a term used to describe the increasing
concentration of power in the hands of the president of the United States.
This trend has been going on for decades, but it has accelerated in recent
years, particularly under the presidencies of George W. Bush and Donald
Trump.
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The imperial presidency poses a serious threat to American democracy by
undermining the separation of powers, eroding civil liberties, and promoting
a culture of secrecy and unaccountability.

The Separation of Powers

The separation of powers is a fundamental principle of American
democracy. It divides the powers of government into three branches: the
legislative, the executive, and the judicial. This separation is designed to
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prevent any one branch from becoming too powerful and to protect the
rights of the people.

The imperial presidency has eroded the separation of powers by
concentrating more and more power in the hands of the president. The
president now has the power to make war, to conduct foreign policy, and to
enforce the laws. He or she also has the power to appoint and fire top
government officials, including the heads of the executive departments.

This concentration of power in the hands of the president has made it more
difficult for the other branches of government to check and balance the
president's power. The Congress has become increasingly subservient to
the president, and the judiciary has been reluctant to challenge the
president's authority.

Civil Liberties

The imperial presidency has also eroded civil liberties. The president has
claimed the power to detain American citizens without charge or trial, to
eavesdrop on their phone calls and emails, and to search their homes and
businesses without a warrant.

These actions have violated the Fourth Amendment to the Constitution,
which protects against unreasonable searches and seizures. They have
also violated the Fifth Amendment, which protects against being held
without charge or trial. And they have violated the Sixth Amendment, which
guarantees the right to an attorney.

The erosion of civil liberties has made it more difficult for Americans to
exercise their rights and to hold the government accountable.



Secrecy and Unaccountability

The imperial presidency has also promoted a culture of secrecy and
unaccountability. The president has claimed the power to classify
information as secret, even if it is not related to national security. He or she
has also claimed the power to refuse to answer questions from Congress
or the media.

This secrecy has made it more difficult for the public to hold the president
accountable for his or her actions. It has also made it more difficult for the
other branches of government to check and balance the president's power.

The Threat to American Democracy

The imperial presidency poses a serious threat to American democracy. It
undermines the separation of powers, erodes civil liberties, and promotes a
culture of secrecy and unaccountability. If left unchecked, the imperial
presidency could lead to the end of American democracy.

What Can Be Done?

There are a number of things that can be done to address the threat of the
imperial presidency. One is to strengthen the other branches of
government. The Congress should be more assertive in its oversight role,
and the judiciary should be more willing to challenge the president's
authority.

Another is to pass laws that limit the president's power. These laws could
include restrictions on the president's ability to make war, to conduct foreign
policy, and to appoint and fire top government officials.



Finally, it is important to educate the public about the dangers of the
imperial presidency. The more people understand this threat, the more
likely they are to demand action to address it.

The imperial presidency is a serious threat to American democracy. But it is
not too late to stop it. By working together, we can strengthen the other
branches of government, pass laws that limit the president's power, and
educate the public about the dangers of the imperial presidency. We can
restore the balance of power and protect American democracy for future
generations.
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