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Russia's military interventions in Ukraine and Syria have had a profound
impact on the global order. These interventions have challenged
international norms, undermined trust among nations, and heightened
tensions between Russia and the West. In this article, we will explore the
history, motives, and consequences of Russia's military interventions in
these two countries.

Intervention in Ukraine

Background
Russia's intervention in Ukraine began in 2014 with the annexation of
Crimea and the subsequent support for separatists in eastern Ukraine. The
crisis was rooted in Ukraine's desire for closer ties with the West,
particularly the European Union, which was seen as a threat to Russia's
influence in the region.

Russian Motives
Russia's primary motive for intervening in Ukraine was to prevent the
country from joining NATO and becoming a geopolitical threat. Russia also
sought to protect its ethnic Russian population in eastern Ukraine and to
ensure access to key strategic areas such as the Crimean peninsula.
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Consequences
Russia's intervention in Ukraine has had far-reaching consequences. The
annexation of Crimea was widely condemned by the international
community and led to sanctions against Russia. The conflict in eastern
Ukraine has resulted in the deaths of thousands of people and has
destabilized the region. Moreover, the intervention has damaged relations
between Russia and the West and has created a deep rift within Ukrainian
society.

Intervention in Syria

Background
Russia's intervention in Syria began in 2015 with the deployment of
airstrikes in support of the Syrian government forces against rebel groups.
The decision was taken in response to the rise of the Islamic State of Iraq
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and Syria (ISIS) and the Syrian government's request for military
assistance.

Russian Motives
Russia's motives for intervening in Syria were complex and multifaceted.
First, Russia sought to prevent the collapse of the Syrian government,
which would have created a power vacuum and allowed ISIS to expand its
territory. Second, Russia aimed to protect its naval base in Tartus, Syria, its
only military base in the Mediterranean Sea. Third, Russia wanted to
maintain its influence in the Middle East and assert its role as a global
power.

Consequences
Russia's intervention in Syria has had significant consequences. It has
helped to stabilize the Syrian government and has enabled the government
to regain control over much of the territory lost to rebel groups. However,
the intervention has also prolonged the conflict and has resulted in the
deaths of thousands of civilians. Moreover, the intervention has strained
relations between Russia and the United States, which has accused Russia
of war crimes and of supporting a brutal regime.

Implications for the Global Order

Russia's military interventions in Ukraine and Syria have had a profound
impact on the global order. These interventions have:

Challenged international norms: Russia's annexation of Crimea and
its support for separatists in eastern Ukraine have violated the
territorial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine, challenging the
fundamental principle of non-interference in the affairs of other states.



Undermined trust among nations: Russia's actions in Ukraine and
Syria have eroded trust among nations, making it more difficult to
resolve international crises and conflicts through diplomacy.

Heightened tensions between Russia and the West: Russia's
interventions have exacerbated tensions between Russia and the
West, leading to a deterioration of relations and an increase in military
spending.

Exacerbated regional conflicts: Russia's interventions in Ukraine
and Syria have contributed to the instability and violence in these
regions, prolonging conflicts and causing untold suffering to civilians.

Increased the risk of a wider conflict: The potential for a wider
conflict between Russia and the West remains high, as tensions
continue to escalate and distrust grows.

Russia's military interventions in Ukraine and Syria have had a profound
impact on the global order. These interventions have challenged
international norms, undermined trust among nations, and heightened
tensions between Russia and the West. The consequences of these
interventions are far-reaching and will continue to shape international
relations for years to come. It is crucial that the international community
address the underlying causes of these conflicts and work together to find
peaceful and diplomatic solutions.
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