
The Rise and Fall of the Modern Ghetto: A
Historical Perspective
The modern ghetto is a product of the early 20th century. It emerged as a
result of a number of factors, including the Great Migration of African
Americans from the rural South to the urban North, the rise of
industrialization, and the increasing segregation of cities along racial lines.
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The early ghettos were characterized by overcrowding, poverty, and crime.
They were often located in the most undesirable parts of cities, and they
were often cut off from the rest of society. As a result, the residents of
ghettos faced a number of challenges, including lack of access to jobs,
education, and healthcare.
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The ghetto system reached its peak in the 1950s and 1960s. During this
time, the federal government passed a number of policies that contributed
to the growth and isolation of ghettos. These policies included the National
Housing Act of 1934, which created the Federal Housing Administration
(FHA),and the Interstate Highway Act of 1956, which led to the construction
of highways that divided cities and isolated ghettos.

The ghetto system began to decline in the 1970s. This decline was due to a
number of factors, including the civil rights movement, the rise of the
suburbs, and the changing economy. The civil rights movement helped to
break down racial barriers and open up new opportunities for African
Americans. The rise of the suburbs led to a decline in the population of
cities, and the changing economy led to a decline in the number of
manufacturing jobs that were available in ghettos.

The decline of the ghetto system has not been uniform. Some ghettos have
been completely eliminated, while others have simply changed their
character. Today, many ghettos are home to a mix of low-income and
middle-income residents. However, the legacy of the ghetto system
continues to have a negative impact on the lives of many African
Americans.

The Impact of the Ghetto

The ghetto has had a profound impact on American society. It has been a
source of poverty, crime, and inequality. It has also been a breeding ground
for social unrest.

The ghetto has had a particularly negative impact on the lives of African
Americans. African Americans who live in ghettos are more likely to be



unemployed, poor, and uninsured. They are also more likely to be victims
of crime and violence.

The ghetto has also had a negative impact on the rest of American society.
The ghetto has been a source of fear and distrust. It has also led to the
decline of cities and the loss of tax revenue.

The Future of the Ghetto

The future of the ghetto is uncertain. Some experts believe that the ghetto
will continue to decline, while others believe that it will simply change its
character.

There are a number of factors that could contribute to the decline of the
ghetto. These factors include the increasing integration of American society,
the rise of the suburbs, and the changing economy.

However, there are also a number of factors that could contribute to the
continued existence of the ghetto. These factors include the ongoing
discrimination against African Americans, the lack of affordable housing,
and the concentration of poverty in certain areas.

The future of the ghetto is ultimately up to us. We can choose to continue
to ignore the ghetto, or we can choose to work to create a more just and
equitable society.
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