
The Squire From Haw River: New Directions In
Southern History
Archibald DeBow Murphey, the "Squire from Haw River," was a prominent
North Carolina jurist and politician who lived from 1777 to 1832. He was a
leading figure in the development of the American South, and his work had
a profound impact on the region's law, politics, education, and economic
development.
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Murphey was born in Caswell County, North Carolina, in 1777. He
graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1799 and
then studied law. He began his legal career in Hillsborough, North Carolina,
and quickly rose to prominence. In 1812, he was elected to the North
Carolina House of Commons, where he served for four years. In 1816, he
was elected to the North Carolina Senate, where he served for eight years.
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As a legislator, Murphey was a strong advocate for education, internal
improvements, and economic development. He was instrumental in the
establishment of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and the
North Carolina Literary and Philosophical Society. He also helped to
establish the state's first public school system and the state's first road and
canal system.

In 1827, Murphey was appointed to the North Carolina Supreme Court. He
served on the court for four years, and his decisions had a major impact on
the development of North Carolina law. In 1831, he was elected to the
United States House of Representatives, where he served for one year.

Murphey died in 1832 at the age of 55. He was a brilliant lawyer, a
dedicated public servant, and a visionary leader. His work had a profound
impact on the development of the American South, and his legacy
continues to inspire people today.

Murphey's Legal Career

Murphey was a brilliant lawyer who had a profound impact on the
development of North Carolina law. He was a leading advocate for the
codification of the state's laws, and he helped to draft the state's first civil
code. He also wrote several influential legal treatises, including A Treatise
on the Law of Executors and Administrators (1826) and A Treatise on the
Law of Wills (1830).

Murphey's decisions as a justice on the North Carolina Supreme Court
were also highly influential. He wrote several landmark decisions that
helped to establish the state's legal precedents. For example, in the case of
State v. Mann (1828),he ruled that the state had the right to regulate the



sale of alcohol. This decision was a major victory for the temperance
movement in North Carolina.

Murphey's Political Career

Murphey was a dedicated public servant who held several important
political offices. He served in the North Carolina House of Commons, the
North Carolina Senate, the North Carolina Supreme Court, and the United
States House of Representatives. In each of these roles, he worked
tirelessly to improve the lives of his constituents.

As a legislator, Murphey was a strong advocate for education, internal
improvements, and economic development. He was instrumental in the
establishment of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and the
North Carolina Literary and Philosophical Society. He also helped to
establish the state's first public school system and the state's first road and
canal system.

As a judge, Murphey wrote several landmark decisions that helped to
establish the state's legal precedents. For example, in the case of State v.
Mann (1828),he ruled that the state had the right to regulate the sale of
alcohol. This decision was a major victory for the temperance movement in
North Carolina.

As a congressman, Murphey served on the Committee on Ways and
Means. He was a strong advocate for the protective tariff, which he
believed would help to protect American industry. He also supported the
construction of a national road system, which he believed would help to
promote economic development in the West.



Murphey's Legacy

Murphey's legacy is that of a brilliant lawyer, a dedicated public servant,
and a visionary leader. His work had a profound impact on the development
of the American South, and his legacy continues to inspire people today.

Murphey's legal writings are still considered to be authoritative sources on
North Carolina law. His decisions as a justice on the North Carolina
Supreme Court helped to establish the state's legal precedents. And his
work as a legislator helped to shape the state's educational system, its
transportation system, and its economic development policies.

Murphey was a true pioneer who helped to shape the American South. His
work had a lasting impact on the region, and his legacy continues to inspire
people today.
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