
The Story of an American Experiment to Fight
Ghetto Poverty: The Failures and Triumphs of
the Model Cities Program

Moving to Opportunity: The Story of an American
Experiment to Fight Ghetto Poverty by Thomas E. Patterson

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 3128 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 320 pages
Lending : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported

The Model Cities Program was an ambitious experiment to fight ghetto
poverty in the United States. Launched in 1966, the program provided
federal funding to 150 cities to develop and implement comprehensive
plans to address the root causes of poverty in their most impoverished
neighborhoods.

The Model Cities Program was the brainchild of President Lyndon B.
Johnson, who believed that the federal government had a responsibility to
address the growing problem of urban poverty. Johnson's vision for the
program was to create "demonstration cities" that would serve as models
for other cities across the country.
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The Model Cities Program was a massive undertaking. It involved the
cooperation of federal, state, and local governments, as well as community
organizations and private businesses.

The Goals of the Model Cities Program

The Model Cities Program had three main goals:

1. To reduce poverty and unemployment in target neighborhoods.

2. To improve the quality of life for residents in target neighborhoods.

3. To create a model for other cities to follow in fighting poverty.

To achieve these goals, the Model Cities Program provided funding for a
wide range of programs and services, including:

Job training and placement

Housing and community development

Education and health care

Crime prevention and community policing

Cultural and recreational activities

The Failures of the Model Cities Program

The Model Cities Program was a flawed experiment. It was underfunded,
poorly managed, and politically controversial.

One of the biggest problems with the Model Cities Program was that it was
underfunded. The program was originally authorized at $2.3 billion over five
years, but Congress only appropriated a fraction of that amount.



Another problem with the Model Cities Program was that it was poorly
managed. The program was overseen by a bureaucracy that was slow and
inefficient.

Finally, the Model Cities Program was politically controversial. The program
was criticized by conservatives for being too expensive and by liberals for
not ng enough to address the root causes of poverty.

Despite these challenges, the Model Cities Program did have some
successes.

The Triumphs of the Model Cities Program

The Model Cities Program helped to reduce poverty and unemployment in
target neighborhoods. The program also improved the quality of life for
residents in target neighborhoods.

One of the most successful aspects of the Model Cities Program was its
focus on community involvement.

The Model Cities Program was an important experiment in the fight against
poverty. The program's failures and triumphs provide valuable lessons for
future efforts to address the root causes of poverty.

The Model Cities Program was a complex and controversial experiment in
the fight against poverty. The program had some successes, but it also had
many failures.

Despite its shortcomings, the Model Cities Program did provide some
valuable lessons for future efforts to address the root causes of poverty.



The Model Cities Program is a reminder that there is no easy solution to
the problem of poverty. But it is also a reminder that we must not give up on
those who are struggling.

We must continue to experiment with new and innovative ways to fight
poverty. And we must not forget the lessons that we have learned from past
experiments, such as the Model Cities Program.

Only by working together can we create a more just and equitable society
for all.
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