
Tocqueville's Dilemmas and Ours:
Sovereignty, Nationalism, and Globalization

Alexis de Tocqueville's classic work, Democracy in America, remains a
profound and insightful examination of the challenges and opportunities of
democratic societies. Tocqueville's observations on the relationship
between sovereignty, nationalism, and globalization are particularly
relevant to the challenges facing the world today.

Tocqueville on Sovereignty

Tocqueville believed that sovereignty is a fundamental attribute of the
democratic state. He argued that the people, as the ultimate source of
political power, must have the right to make laws and determine the
direction of their society. However, Tocqueville also warned against the
dangers of excessive sovereignty, which he believed could lead to tyranny
and oppression.
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Tocqueville's concerns about excessive sovereignty are evident in his
discussion of the French Revolution. He argued that the revolutionaries'
desire to create a perfectly sovereign state led them to commit atrocities
and ultimately destroy the very freedoms they sought to protect.

Tocqueville on Nationalism

Tocqueville also recognized the importance of nationalism in democratic
societies. He believed that a shared sense of national identity could help to
unite people and create a sense of community. However, he also warned
against the dangers of excessive nationalism, which he believed could lead
to conflict and division.

Tocqueville's concerns about excessive nationalism are evident in his
discussion of the rise of European nationalism in the 19th century. He
argued that the desire for national glory and dominance led to a series of
wars and conflicts that ultimately destabilized the continent.

Tocqueville on Globalization

Finally, Tocqueville also discussed the challenges of globalization in
democratic societies. He believed that while globalization could offer
opportunities for economic growth and cultural exchange, it could also pose
threats to national sovereignty and identity.

Tocqueville's concerns about globalization are evident in his discussion of
the rise of international trade and investment. He argued that while these
activities could lead to economic growth, they could also undermine the
ability of nation-states to regulate their own economies and protect their
own interests.



Tocqueville's Dilemmas and Ours

Tocqueville's insights into the challenges of balancing sovereignty,
nationalism, and globalization are as relevant today as they were when he
wrote Democracy in America over 170 years ago. The world today is facing
a number of challenges that require us to confront the dilemmas that
Tocqueville identified.

One of the most pressing challenges facing the world today is the rise of
populism and nationalism. In many countries, people are turning away from
traditional political parties and embracing populist leaders who promise to
restore national sovereignty and protect national identity. This trend has led
to a number of conflicts and divisions around the world.

Another major challenge facing the world today is the rise of global
inequality. Globalization has led to increased economic growth for many
people, but it has also led to increased inequality between the rich and the
poor. This inequality has fueled resentment and social unrest in many
countries.

The challenges of populism, nationalism, and inequality are complex and
there are no easy solutions. However, Tocqueville's insights can help us to
understand the nature of these challenges and to develop strategies for
addressing them.

Tocqueville's Democracy in America is a timeless work that offers profound
insights into the challenges and opportunities of democratic societies. His
ideas on sovereignty, nationalism, and globalization are particularly
relevant to the challenges facing the world today. By understanding
Tocqueville's dilemmas, we can better understand the challenges we face



and work towards developing solutions that promote democracy, freedom,
and equality.
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