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Early Life and Education

Lynette Rees was born on March 17, 1905, in London, England. Her father,
William Rees, was a successful businessman, and her mother, Florence
Rees, was a devoted homemaker. Lynette had two older brothers and
enjoyed a comfortable childhood in a loving home.

From an early age, Lynette exhibited a keen interest in learning and
excelled in her studies. She attended a prestigious boarding school, where
she developed a strong foundation in the arts, sciences, and languages.
Her teachers recognized her intelligence and dedication, predicting a bright
future ahead.

Becoming a Governess
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After graduating from school, Lynette pursued a career in education. She
received her teaching certification and began working as a governess in
several wealthy families. Her skills as a tutor and her ability to connect with
young children made her highly sought after.

In 1937, Lynette's life took a dramatic turn when she was hired as the
governess to the young Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret, the daughters
of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. This prestigious position would
forever change the course of her life.

Guiding the Young Princesses

Lynette Rees played a pivotal role in the upbringing of the future Queen
Elizabeth II and her younger sister, Princess Margaret. She was
responsible for their education, etiquette, and general well-being. Lynette
implemented a rigorous yet compassionate approach, fostering a love of
learning and a strong sense of duty in her charges.

Under Lynette's guidance, the Princesses developed a wide range of
interests. They excelled in their studies, becoming fluent in several
languages and proficient in music, dance, and the arts. Lynette also
instilled in them a deep appreciation for British history and culture.

A Close Bond

Lynette Rees formed a close bond with the young Princesses, becoming
more than just a governess to them. She was a trusted confidante, a
source of support, and a constant presence in their lives. Despite the
inevitable challenges that arose, Lynette handled everything with grace and
discretion.



The Princesses grew to respect and admire Lynette. They valued her
wisdom, her sense of humor, and her unwavering loyalty. Their bond
remained strong throughout their lives, and Lynette continued to be a
valued member of the royal family long after she officially retired.

World War II and Beyond

During World War II, Lynette Rees and the Princesses were evacuated to
Windsor Castle. Despite the challenges of wartime, Lynette continued to
provide the girls with a stable and nurturing environment. She organized
educational activities, supervised their studies, and ensured their well-
being.

After the war, Lynette returned to her duties as the governess to the
Princesses. She played a key role in their transition back to normal life and
supported them through the many changes that came with their growing
up.

Retirement and Legacy

Lynette Rees retired from her position as governess in 1954. She had
dedicated nearly two decades of her life to the royal family and had left an
enduring mark on the upbringing of the future Queen Elizabeth II. After her
retirement, Lynette lived a quiet and private life, shunning the limelight and
rarely giving interviews.

Lynette Rees passed away on March 13, 2001, at the age of 95. Her
legacy as a dedicated and influential governess continues to inspire
educators and historians today. She is remembered for her unwavering
commitment to the royal family, her passion for education, and her ability to
shape the lives of two of the most iconic figures in British history.



Lynette Rees was an extraordinary woman who played a vital role in the life
of the British monarchy. As the governess to Princesses Elizabeth and
Margaret, she guided them through their formative years, fostering their
development and preparing them for their future responsibilities. Lynette's
dedication, wisdom, and unwavering loyalty left an enduring mark on the
royal family and on British history as a whole.

Additional Resources

The Royal Collection Trust: Portrait of Lynette Rees

The Guardian: Obituary: Lynette Rees

BBC News: Former governess to Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret
dies
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