
What They Say, What They Mean: How to
Teach Students the Nuances of Language
As educators, we know that language is a powerful tool. It allows us to
communicate our thoughts and ideas, connect with others, and learn new
things. However, language can also be complex and challenging, especially
for students who are still developing their language skills.

One of the most difficult aspects of language for students to grasp is the
difference between what people say and what they mean. This is because
there are often subtle differences between the literal meaning of words and
the way they are actually used in conversation.
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For example, the phrase "I'm fine" can literally mean that someone is
feeling well. However, it can also be used to express a range of other
emotions, such as sadness, frustration, or anger. If a student does not
understand this, they may misinterpret what someone is saying and
respond inappropriately.
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There are many reasons why students may struggle to understand the
difference between what people say and what they mean. Some students
may have difficulty with language processing, while others may come from
cultures where communication styles are different. Additionally, students
who are learning English as a second language may be particularly
challenged by this concept.

Regardless of the reason, it is important for educators to help students
develop the skills they need to understand the nuances of language. By ng
so, we can help them to communicate more effectively, build stronger
relationships, and succeed in school and beyond.

How to Teach Students the Nuances of Language

There are a number of things that educators can do to help students learn
the difference between what people say and what they mean. Here are a
few tips:

1. Start with explicit instruction. Explain to students that there is a
difference between the literal meaning of words and the way they are
actually used in conversation. Give them examples of phrases that
have multiple meanings, and discuss the different ways that these
phrases can be interpreted.

2. Use context clues to help students understand meaning. When
students are reading or listening to someone speak, encourage them
to pay attention to the context of the conversation. This can help them
to determine the intended meaning of words and phrases.

3. Encourage students to ask questions. If students are unsure about
the meaning of something someone has said, encourage them to ask



questions. This can help them to clarify their understanding and avoid
misinterpretations.

4. Provide opportunities for students to practice. The best way for
students to learn the nuances of language is to practice using it
themselves. Provide them with opportunities to engage in
conversations, write stories, and participate in other language-based
activities.

Sample Activities

Here are a few sample activities that you can use to help students learn the
difference between what people say and what they mean:

Role-playing: Have students role-play different scenarios in which the
literal meaning of words and phrases is different from the intended
meaning. For example, you could have students role-play a
conversation between a parent and a child, in which the child says "I'm
fine" when they are actually upset.

Storytelling: Read a story to students that contains examples of
figurative language, such as metaphors and similes. Ask students to
identify the figurative language and explain what it means.

Writing: Have students write a story or essay in which they use
figurative language to express their thoughts and feelings.

By using these tips and activities, you can help students develop the skills
they need to understand the nuances of language. This will help them to
communicate more effectively, build stronger relationships, and succeed in
school and beyond.
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